11) In your opinion does the current lack of affordable housing threaten the community and/or the
economy of Arran?

Please add any additional comments on the above

Young people & families living in unsuitable & overcrowded housing & forced to move away, reducing
the number of working age people

It's not about numbers of houses, it's about location. It's also important to stop NAC allowing planning
for massive houses that are just second homes.

Very few council property's especially 3/4 bedrooms which is a massive need on the island

Young local people are leaving the island as they can’t find accommodation, this is impacting local
businesses as we are losing local workfirce

The lack of affordable housing is now stopping key workers (e.g. social care, health, and teaching staff)
from moving to the island.

Working people on average salaries have to leave the island because the can’t get housing.

Affordable housing must mean for owner occupiers NOT imports from elsewhere.

You should consider where housing is needed. The north end does not have the same requirements

As 25% of homes are second homes, the answer may be to make better use of existing homes as well
as building small eco homes

There are too many second homes, some should be available for islanders.

We need enough houses for all working families and those that need adapted housing to suit
disabilities of families not just elderly

Huge problem getting and retaining permanent staff - this year alone we have lost staff members
whose rented homes have been sold and in consequence moved to the mainland in the absence of
any affordable options at the time.

Younger families can not afford to work and live her with private rent rates

Island is in danger of becoming entirely unaffordable leading to young population leaving to be
replaced by holiday home owners.

There is a lack of affordable housing.

The issue is not so much building new houses but tackling the second homes and holiday lets which
have been allowed to grow totally out of control. Unless this is addressed, | fail to see how building
more houses will tackle the issue.

In my opinion what Arran need’s is more long term let’s ie council house’s

The local co-op, stagecoach buses and montrose house ALL require staff to travel from the mainland,
either on a daily basis or being put up in accomodation which must be very expensive for the
employers

Not enough housing to employ those in low paid jobs on the island. | had to leave as | could not earn
enough money to cover living coasts with rent taking half my wges.




Second homes and too much tourism is far more destructive to the 'wellbeing’ of Aran. Too much
traffic, lack of actual benefit from visitors.

jobs in may establishments can not be taken due to lack of accommodation

without appropriate housing provision for workers, especially young people , the whole fabric of our
economic and community ecosystem is at risk

People in essential jobs struggle to afford property prices and if there is no where for them to stay them
we will be left without staff to fill these positions. Teachers, health care workers, nurses etc. We need
to provide the same level of social housing on Arran as is provided on the mainland. 11% here as
compared to 25% on mainland. Property prices may be high but this difference cannot be blamed on
the housing market.

It's a concern regarding sustainability for the island regarding a work force and keeping young families
on Arran.

No homes for needed jobs that need filled due to 2nd homes and arran prices higher than mainland
homes. Look at Cornwall as an example

The lack of affordable housing stock has exacerbated the shortage of social care and nursing staff on
the island. As a result, the health service on the island is at risk. Without nurses then the community
hospital as we know it will have to change purpose; the frail residents on the island will not be able to
get the care they need and have to move off island for care. Businesses shutting down due to lack of
staff will have a detrimental impact on the island itself making it a less desirable place to live and bring
up children pushing young families to make the decision to leave the island, exacerbating the workforce
problem further. The island is in a critical state and in my opinion the lack of affordable housing plays
a significant role in this.

no houses means no workers no ecconomy

No enough houses , put the people off from Arran to work and contribute to the economy

| would consider moving to the island for the island if it was available

Holiday makers that only come in busier seasons don’t contribute to supporting local businesses year
round only one time a year

The first port of call would be for people who are already living and working in full time employment
already on Arran which would then free up other accommodation. However businesses have already
started to solve the problem with staff accommodation. The big issue are those people who live in
council accommodation on the island and do not work ... there are a lot! Move these people off the
island first and offer to workers




Losing young people

no any perspective for young people

| was very lucky to be able to purchase my 1st home in Brodick. | earn a decent wage but it was only
possible by asking for help to complete the deposit from my family.

Many local people and particulary young people cannot afford to buy on Arran and there is hardly any
affordable rental properties. Young people have to move away to get on the property ladder. Local
businesses also need year round rental accommodation for their staff - even more so in summer.
Some are having to cut operating hours or close for long periods as they don't have the staff to function
fully.

Not enough houses for people to live o Arran and its affecting my business as i cant get or retain staff.

To survive as a long term functioning society, Arran requires a substantial working age community,
which in turn necessitates affordable housing.Without this age group the island will simply die. This is
not complicated. We cannot house the essential members of any community, we do not have enough
nurses, school teachers, health care professionals at all levels including care home staff, which with
Arran's demographic is a critical requirement. The Island's production, tourism and service industries
are crippled by lack of staff by one simple fact, no affordable accommodation. Arran needs young
people with energy and ambition to remain a viable society but Arran must offer such people the
opportunity to make a secure future and affordable home on the island, not as a transient 'stop gap'
expensive staffing solution. Without affordable housing, Arran's own children are forced to leave home
and we lose the very core of the Island's future life and culture. Surely the exact opposite of The
Scottish Governments exalted Islands Plan ambitions.

Skews demographics and drives people away, stifling natural growth and social cohesion

So many people want to stay here long term for work and contribute to the island but there are no
rentals and buying is near impossible to afford

| have two adult children in their 20's who still live with me - they cannot afford to buy a home here.
WHlile social housing in not the full answer, we certainly need to have accommodation available to
young people and families who want to stay and work here.

We need housing for people coming to wrk on the island , health, care services, schools, co-op staff all

Staff vacancies across education, health care, trades, hospitality are currently compromising island
services, health care, infrastucture and economy. Because of this, living on the island is a struggle and
many people are leaving because its just too hard to live here and /or they can't find affordable
housing.

People would like to move to the island and full vacancies for nurses, care workers etc but cannot find
suitable accommodation find

Key workers (in retail, social and health care, education, hospitality etc) can no longer afford to live on
Arran with an unsustainable shift towards older retired people buying homes and moving here

Can not get employees as prices are too high to buy

There will soon be no one of working age available to service hotels etc

Low-paid, often seasonal work & part-time means that even the lowest priced houses are well out of
reach. .

So many young couples are leaving due to the housing crisis - taking taxes and employment out of the
economy, and reducing the number of children in the schools.




My income barely allows me to remain on Arran. A job at my workplace was recently advertised for a
reasonable salary and | was questioned by friends in the business about how anybody could afford to
live here on a salary that was comparable to their own when it was only just a realistic income on the
mainland, especially with regard house prices and accomodation

My family have connections with Arran for about 100. We are blessed to live in Corriegills. My two
daughters & their families have been struggling for over 7 years to find affordable housing, this have
caused extreme stress on the entire family. They work on the island & my grandchildren are at the
High school, one of which has special needs. This summer was almost unbearable as they struggled
to find somewhere to live. They are still looking & it's possible they will have to leave Arran to survive
but at what cost, they would have no support on the mainland with a child with special needs, at least
not as good as grandparents can provide. There are families all over Arran who need help with
affordable housing as they cannot buy now as too expensive.

difficult to get staff for business if you can't offer accommodation.

If teachers, nurses, care workers etc have to leave their jobs because they can’t find a house to rent
or afford to buy it will definitely threaten the community

We need these homes for young workers and elderly residents so the elderly can down-size.

| almost had to leave the island and my job (teacher). This is affecting all professions

| cannot understand why mainland dwellers have been rehoused on Arran when we have people in
employment on Arran who are having to move off island as their landlord is selling up. It's causing a
real divide.

In the month we had to leave the island another 4 family's had to do the same!!

The main reason, is young people find it hard to stay and work on Arran and people from the
mainland can’t find accommodation on the island to fill job vacancies.

Younger ones born on Arran fly the nest, and have to leave Arran, because there's no houses for them.
They don't want to move away from their families.

| know that there are a ridiculously low amount of working age people on Arran. Eventually we will not
have enough people to keep the island viable.

Lots of people are coming to work from the mainland and can’t afford to buy here and no available
properties to rent

Not enough housing for an already struggling community. We are losing out on so many key personnel,
like teachers, nurses, doctors, housekeeping staff, trades persons, chefs, etc because they can find
jobs here but nowhere to live.

Healthcare is in crisis due to lack of carers, businesses are struggling with lack of staff as well. These
issues affect residents and visitors alike

None in Lochranza but that is down to landowner not selling | think

Businesses on the Island cant seem to get any staff as no long term rentals.

It is understood, Key Workers (Nurses/Teachers etc.) are unable to secure accommodation and turning
down job offers . Noted that Health and Social Care Management recently advised they have 30
vacancies that are unfilled with Housing featuring as the key filling posts. barrier to

"Threaten" would suggest this is not already happening. The crisis is here and it is worsening.

All Arran businesses struggle to not only recruit, but, to retain staff. Many critical staff travel over from
the mainland, but weather and ferry breakdowns make that a far from ideal situation. In the winter




walking around it is so sad to see dark, empty houses yet know that people are leaving the island
because they have nowhere to live.

There are far less younger folks o the island to work in the hospitality industry. The housing situation is
killing the island.

An island where young, local people cannot have somewhere to live means the community will simply
die. I've seen this happen in parts of the West Hlghlands, where houses are sparse, and any that are
sold are either holiday/second homes or occupied by retirees. That is not sustainable to the health and
continuance of a comunity.

It will get to a stage locals can't afford to live here, it'll all be second homes/ retired folk, people that
work here in all areas won't be able to afford to be here. | work 3 jobs and barely scrape by.

Block retired people from competing for jobs and houses with Arran youngsters

We struggle to get nurses home care staff teachers etc.and we need young families to keep the Island
vibrant.

Businesses can’t get local people to work for them in many cases because workers are unable to afford
to buy nor find suitable affordable rental properties

Teachers, nurses, doctors, care staff cannot find permanent places to live, be it renting or buying. Bus
drivers, supermarket staff, hotel and catering staff have no hope of buying on Arran and rentals are like
hen's teeth. One recent case saw a new member of staff at Montrose House asking for somewhere to
pitch the trailer tent she was living in. How can this be normal? And claiming that the average wage on
Arran is £26k is divorced from reality and doesn't help

Everything depends on more affordable homes to support the current economy and grow it.

Hard to recruit teachers, care staff etc due to lack of housing. Housing specifically tied to jobs such as
teachers would be good

There have been cases where a couple, both teachers, cannot afford a house. Education's suffering
and that's the first building block of a community...

Youngsters are moving away to be able to afford to rent/buy.

Everything depends on more affordable homes to support the current economy and grow it.




16) Should Long Term Let landlords be offered a 50% council Tax reduction?

Please add any additional comments on the above

Assuming they are paying the Council Tax

Why should they get a discount - they're still making money

Long terms lets have become commercially unattractive so this would help to rebalance and bring
some houses back into rental stock rather than holiday lets.

Hard to see how this could be a realistic incentive as CT is paid by the tenant.

Tenants to pay which should indicate self responsibility

No, land lords don't pay the tenants pay

Not sure what the current council tax situation is for long term let landlords

Again is 50% too much? but a reduction of some sort

It all comes down to affordability.

It should be the same as any other house, why should it matter whether it occupied holiday house or
empty?

this might encourage long term lets and may enable the rents to be more similar to public ownership
tenancies.

Tenants in long let should pay own council tax

The tenant pays the council tax not the landlord

Depends whether this Long Term Let is for people actually working/living on Arran permanently.

Council tax is paid by the tenants so there should not be a reduction as it will not encourage property
owners to let their properties. The changes to the law on long-term lets which are in favour of the
tenants is already having a detrimental effect on the supply of letting properties. There needs to be a
rethink on private letting policy which will help encourage private landlords to let property.




The incentive needs to go further . The profits that can be made from short term letting are too
significant for a council tax reduction to have any effect. More radical ideas required | think.

| own a second home which | let out to local workers. If | was penalised for a second home | would sell
it & not bother.

Cost should be taken off the renter, as the long term let landlord has multiple homes

Thee needs to be incentives for people to offer long term lets v seasonal lets.

Arran has always had residents who would let out their 'back house' for holiday makers, often the same
people year on year, this income was the difference between a comfortable winter and a difficult one. It
would be a shame if this traditional way of life was lost entirely by out pricing. There are many Island
residents whose only income is the rental of a single 'second home' to visitors., again a traditional way
of earning a living on a small Island. Perhaps some differential could be made for permanently resident
second home owners and those whose residency is off Island.




teneant in long term lets are liable for the council tax, not the landlords so this questions is irrelevant.

Landlords should also be given an incentive for measures that improve insulation, such as a reduction
in the year that new costs are incurred.

Provided the rent they are charging is affordable. But then what is affordable?

Unsure on this one, don't tenants pay council tax? Also should depend on how much rent charging, if
accomodation being well maintained by landlord etc

An incentive is required to stop the huge increase in Air B&b.

The tenant generally pays the council tax, | believe. It wouldn't really benefit the tenant.

| beleive that lowering taxes for landlords will exacerbate the problem. One landlord was charging well
over 200 pounds per week for a 3 bedroom house wrapped around the back of their house, in
darkness, while there were another two or perhaps three houses converted from outhouses on the
same property, also being rented out and accrueing a tremendous income. This should be discouraged
by reclassifying tax bands introducing planning consents.

Yes to encourage long let's as opposed to short holiday rentals

As lone as the people renting long term don’t have to pay more, rents are already too expensive.

Long term letting rules are putting owners off so they need an incentive

A reduction would encourage more letting rather than allowing renters to purchase more affordable
homes.

Tenants still pay CT and can still be evicted if private rent.

There is no security for people renting in the private property market. As | previously mentioned, we are
losing workers who already live and work on the island due to landlords selling up or making them
move out.

I rent out my second house on a long term basis to locals. It would be good for a resource centre to be
set up where information and template documents relating to long term rental could be sourced.

People born on Arran need homes. Charge landlords etc, more council tax. Make it harder for them to
own second homes, making it a bit easier for local people to get a house.

| have an issue with Landlordism. If it was for local people, | would consider a yes.

16) If the property is let long-term, isn’t the tenant responsible for the council tax?

NO, council tax is the responsibility of the tenant not the landlord

The tennant should

This question does not make sense. The Landlord does not pay the council tax - the tenants do.




If the property is occupied, the tenant is liable for council tax, however if empty the Landlord should pay
300% Additional Council Tax to incentivise occupancy. The usual exemptions apply where is it a
deceased estate etc.

Council tax is nearly always paid for by the tenant.

I am not knowledgeable on current Longlet rules. If the only thing stopping people from long term
lettings is council tax then maybe reduce, but | suspect there are many other reasons

I own and rent out a small (tiny!) holiday let which is attached to my house. | inherited the business
when | bought the house, and was amazed to find it doesn't attract Council Tax. Why on earth not???

Long term let landlords are a God send on this island

Short term lets should be taxed

When we were in a long term let we paid the council tax not the Landlord

Council tax should be paid by the tenant

Tenants are responsible for paying Council Tax in the majority of long term lets.

This would free up much needed housing for locals and a short term fix until more affordable homes
can be constructed.

The long term let uses the resources in local community (bins, hospitals, schools etc) so should pay the
same

In my experience council tax paid by tenants so don’t see this being of benefit to increase long
termLets

The tenant (rather than the landlord) normally pays the council tax when a property is let on a long term
basis.

All the stops should be pulled out!

This would free up much needed housing for locals.




17) Should development of more than four general market houses pay a 25% charge on their project.
Money raised going to Arran Affordable Housing Fund? (25% on the cost of the project)

Please add any additional comments on the above

Great idea - but developers will just be clever and not apply for all four+ at one time. Fine should also
be higher to discourage big developments

Making home building commercially unviable will not help.

Builders should be disincentified to build multiple general housing schemes

Planning rules should be changed to include affordable housing in any housing development or a 20%
additional cos for the Arran Affordable Housing Fund

Planners shouldn't allow obvious second home developments.

Or at least one in 4 properties built are affordable housing and they have to be built first.

Again an amount seems reasonable but can't comment on 25% (or any other percentage).

If not done large second home estates are encouraged

It is a bit extreme...especially for first time investors.

Control of developments may be challenging as they may be built in a drip feed system over time.

The cost of building on Arran is already well above the mainland. The days of large developments is
likely past on Arran as seen by the difficulty Thomson is having in selling their sites, which are now
being offered as individual plots.

This will discourage new developments. Building costs on an island are high enough.




Yes. However the general houses will buy up land which may leave little to build social houses on

Good idea. But easy to navigate round the rules.

Throughout Scotland

Any additional funds towards Arran houses will be a great help, if the money goes to the right people

Unlikely any houses would get built if the developers entire profit is likely to be wiped out! Either that or
they would add it onto the cost of the house build which would make housing on Arran even less
affordable.

Yes and 'General Market' should be restricted to a certain footage (size, ) Houses larger than general
standard, should be subject 0 50% . The Island's housing landscape is suffering badly from
excessively large and incongruous buildings, often built as holiday homes by non residents. In the
absence of planning restrictions, costs should be imposed, correctly reflecting land and cultural affects.




i don't think we should be making it more expensive than it already is to build houses on the island.

Unless it’s an affordable homes develoment!

The key task is to build more social housing and promote current private housing being sold to
locals/key workers etc.

Just makes the four or more houses dearer and is counterproductive.

I am not sure of what is a viable tax level but this must be a lucrative market considering how many
projects have been started in the last 10 years

| wonder if this would help?

New builds on the island are well out with the ability of most to be able to buy. These are mostly
becoming second homes. Perhaps if the builders built small er and affordable things may change.

Or one of the properties could be offered for rent

A mixed economy of provision where the builder/owner builds one rental property for every four houses
built would bring benefits of economy of scale for the builder, this should include possibly include small
scale builders where it would be a percentage of annual builds over a set period eg. five years at 25
per cent per annum. HMRC would need to concur that the charge would be deductible against tax
liability (meaning the HM Treasury would also be contributing through allowances etc.

This should certainly be considered. A "don't know" option would be helpful.

Then they would be less likely to build more. Maybe an extra charge if four or more large high value
homes, so they are encouraged to build smaller affordable houses?

Such a charge would surely help prevent the houses being left empty for long periods.




More effective would be an outright ban on any further housing stock being bought and/or used as
short term holiday lets or second homes. Levying developers will exacerbate the current situation by
discouraging development.

No surcharge if use local labour

It is clear more affordable homes are required, but it is also clear Arran residents do not want "housing
schemes", 4 or less additional homes in villages would be an acceptable solution in most cases
allowing for an even spread of new developments.

Houses already expensive would make even more so for those who are aiming to try to buy

This would reduce investment on housing on the island generally. It also begs the question of who
would administer the Arran Affordable Housing Fund.




18) Should homes claiming Business Rates relief in domestic zones be required to apply for Planning
Permission for 'Change of Use'?

Please add any additional comments on the above

Not sure

Glad you uncovered this one

You should try 'nudging' potential second homeowners. Make it clear that second homes are
destroying Arran.

If they are changing it from a home to holiday let yes

Can't comment, as | don't understand the implications of this.

Not certain that | fully understand this question so have not answered

Only if they are changing the use

Business council taxes enable some owners to milk the system legally as they identify their businesses
as available when they are not really so and end up getting a lot of services for very little or even
nothing.

This can cause problems with neighbours as conditions are not policed

Although this should not be used to prevent houses being used as short-term lets. Short-term lets
should still be allowed in domestic properties.




Not sure of this question but if there’s a small business run from home we should not deter them.

And add a cap on number or short term let’s in a community. One in one out principal.

That would dissuade small businesses & renting out of rooms

Most short term lets on Arran are probably not registered correctly and they should be. Many people
(not all) make a lot of money from short term rentals.

With some qualification, Arran's 'little businesses' are part of the charm of the Island and a big
contributor to the economic viability of residents. The huge creative community, professional and
amateur , are probably what Arran is most well known for after her natural beauty. Creative income
and that of all such 'small businesses' is notoriously precarious and care would need to be taken not to
burden them with unrealistic costs, financial and bureaucratic

And any Air BNBs




there must be simpler, better ways to discourage empty homes.

They have already declared that they are a business working from domestic premises. This seems a
waste of time for planning departments. They should only have to apply for planning if parking lots of
commercial vehicles

Second home owners use the business rates system loophole to avoid council tax by letting their
second home to friends and relatives.

Can't make an informed choice here

The claim would not be abused if this happened.

I'm not sure about the above.

Is they are operating the property as holiday accommodation in order to save on business rates, They
should pay a small amount to business rates for Arran affordable housing

Thought that was law

It is understood the need for planning changes has become increasingly urgent. Councils and
Registered Social Landlords (RSL) are not able to claim Business Rates Relief so why should private
sector landlords have such entitlements and avoiding tax liabilities. Homes are not businesses and
where they are they should pay the taxes. Some exceptions will be required eg. care
providers/hostels/charities etc .

This should certainly be considered. A "don't know" option would be helpful.




The council have the power to implement this in their STL legislation but | think they haven't taken that
step?

The current loopholes within the system need to be closed.




22) Should a proportion of social housing be set aside for critical public service housing needs?

Please suggest other initiatives that would help solve the problem if you agree there is one.

There shouldn't be a need for this if there was sufficient affordable housing

Need to abolish or reform council tax and introduce a land value tax or annual ground rent system to
disincentivise land banking. Long overdue. Village envelopes need to be expanded to reduce the cost
of development land.

To 21 answerd NO as not clear what support would be considered
To 22 again answered NO as not clear what critical efc ......... means

Provision of 10 small eco homes (like Arran Sleep Huts, www.arransleephuts.com only better quality
and environmentally friendly) for people working on Arran managed by a Housing Association in 4
villages on Arran

Housing benefit rates need to change and reflect arran rents are a lot higher than mainland Ayrshire.
All homes built should be suitable for wheelchair living.

While affordable homes for people on the island must be prioritised there is also a need to provide
sufficient and appropriate choices of holiday accommodation that so many of us rely on. Quite a difficult
balancing act to retain the baby and the bathwater!

The rental's that are available are very expensive and getting more so...most people are paid not much
more than the minimum wage. Not sure how you address this, a rental cap per bedrooms maybe? It is
almost impossible to buy on Arran, everything is now out of the average person/families price range.

Grants to help reduce running costs for homeowners, on the condition that they are then for local
occupancy only (as in the Lake District)

A housing policy that sustains smaller communities and looks at Arran separate from NAC . Priority
given to those who already work or have a job to come to on the island and prices bought into line with
mainland rents.

Some houses should , as in the past be kept for teachers , district nurse , other medical professionals,
etc.




| have insufficient info and/or knowledge to properly respond to 19 - 22! But my one main concern,
regardless, would be that Arran becomes over developed. Perhaps more affordable housing is needed,
but more commercial development should also be curtailed. And as much as the RET was great for
bringing vehicles etc. to the island, it has caused exessive traffic. RET should only apply to actual
residents of more than a year or similar. | believe!

The main problem on Arran is that there is a shortage of small houses, which are at the affordable end
of the market. Having fewer holiday lets in larger detached houses is not going to provider the
affordable houses that many people are looking for. We need to build more affordable homes for the
renal and ownership market that are restricted for people living and working on Arran.

Compulsory purchase of derelict sites which are owned by absentees. Leaving houses to decay and
avoiding paying any council tax should be made unlawful in most circumstances

| bought a house on Arran 9 years ago. We use it regularly for family holidays and let it out as a
holiday home. NAC advise that | have a Small Business Bonus, and as a result, don't pay rates. |
understand this was set up some time ago in an effort to encourage holiday lets for tourists.

However, | believe that times have changed and this is no longer required. There are greater needs.
What about introducing rates (mine would be around £2000pa) and ringfencing the revenue to support
affordable housing?

Council tax should not be rewarded for second home but discouraged. Estate agent need to stop
advertising as holidays home/2nd. More should be done to incentivise families who get the houses in
the will when parents pass away to turn it into a rental from long term let not holiday home. Empty
homes should be taxed again more is needed to locate owners and ask what'’s their plans with the
property. We should 100% be like Wales.

Social housing on the island needs to be prioritised to people of working age and able to work.

Point 22 is critical ... don't obsess about 2nd home owners before you look at current allocation of
council homes on Arran and what their occupants do to add to the community




Flats

Relax planning rules on Arran so local people can build more easily. Even include restrictions that it
can't be sold on for a certain period. It is too restrictive at the moment.

Living here for forty years we have had occasion to house hunt and it seems to me there are still so
many permanently empty houses, often inherited between family members, on and off the island, some
overseas, which could be of benefit to the housing stock. Could some attention be given to how these
potential homes could be reclaimed for island use? Often unattended they simply deteriorate, perhaps
given the opportunity the owners would relinquish the buildings for a nominal sum and if not could the
council compulsorily purchase and hand over to Arran Development Trust for refurbishment as
affordable homes, as most of these buildings tend to be smaller and of the vernacular.

It's not just affordable housing it’s the lack of availability of affordable building plots and land that’s an
issue as well. Not one size fits all when it comes to housing.

Have opportunities to tap into the massive Thompson landbank that is in the market been investigated?
Landbanking like this should not be possible.

Community buy-out schemes of unused land should also be investigated.

Quite a few leading questions in this form... But definitely agree there is a massive problem with
unregulated numbers of second and holiday homes, and lack of affordable housing/ building plots/
land.

Private housing market as in English Lake District

Thee needs to be more social housing built on the island

NAC need to look at their own planning regulations. It would be a simple and cheap solution for them to
increase land zoned for development to allow people to build their own home. | have personal
experience of young family members trying to build a home in a remote location being thwarted by
NAC planning dept.

Further than this, | think NAC should look at providing serviced housing sites to island residents at a
reduced/ or cost price ( ie not taking a profit) This would bring economies of scale to the most
expensive parts of house building, and make the prospect of building a home more achievable for
many people.

Think NAC should have a separate funding stream allocated only to affordable homes.

A proportion of social housing should be set aside for ALL WORKERS. All workers are critical to
maintaining an Island in Balance, not just the public sector. Yes, health care and education is
important but so is the economy and infrastructure.

Unsure re Q.20 as don't feel | know enough . Good idea to have included the summary which is very
informative.

Ensuring that available social housing goes to people already based on the island. I'm not sure how the
housing crisis would be solved by offering houses to those from North Ayrshire mainland.

Anecdotal reports suggest that relatively few of the Brodick houses went to Arran families in the end. If
that is correct, it is appalling! And if there is evidence that people have deliberately manipulated the




system, claiming relationship breakdown only to miraculously reconcile their differences once a house
is secured, then measured must be out in place to stop such abuses, and increase the priority given to
Arran families.

(Thank you for compiling and sharing the information for context.)

| referto my answer on question 16:

| beleive that lowering taxes for landlords will exacerbate the problem. One landlord was charging well
over 200 pounds per week for a 3 bedroom house wrapped around the back of their house, in
darkness, while there were another two or perhaps three houses converted from outhouses on the
same property, also being rented out and accrueing a tremendous income. This should be discouraged
by reclassifying tax bands introducing planning consents.

Length of time waiting for affordable accommodation should be considered. Personal experience on
social housing lists for 18 years but this has had no extra points.

Sorry, | am not very familiar with the initiatives so am unable to comment further.

There needs to be apartment type rental properties, so that young people can leave the island for
education or to gain experience in the wider world and have somewhere to come back to if they decide
to return to Arran.

Apart from having more affordable housing for people moving to the island to fill permanent positions,
local people should be assisted as much as possible gain permanent affordable housing to encourage
them to stay on the island, already in work or staying in family homes.

Enable people to rent out a room in their house more easily.

A limited number of licences for second homes and holiday let’s, should be introduced. These should
be issued on a first come first served or on a merit basis (how long has. The house been owned by the
current family and if it makes up part of their residence. Once all the licences have been issued, they
can only be reallocated as a one out, one in policy. Unless extenuating circumstances.

If homes are being purchased as a second home or holiday let, then a surcharge should be paid to
support local affordable housing. Heavy fines should be introduced to people flaunting the rules.

Arran should be a separate housing list to the mainland with points awarded for time on the
island.Currently it doesnt matter if youv been on the island 10 min or 10 years

Several second homes on the Newton Shore have been in the family for years and numerous family
members come and stay in them all year long. | do not see why they shoul be forced to do something
they do not want to do. A big gripe of mine is that there are a Iot of folk on Arran that should have first
offer on Trust properety. It appears that often they are allocated to folk from the mainland.

Land Owners and others (custodians eg. NTS) should be incentivised to free up appropriate land (ie
cost effective near services etc.) Tiny Homes (compact moveable units) suitable for incoming workers
etc should be a priority as an interim arrangement. Rules on Housing Association Grant (HAG) should




be altered to permit other housing provision such as Tiny Homes with Planning being transformed and
encouraged to look at different solutions to the housing issues?

* Local occupancy clauses - NOW.

* Self-build plots - housing on the market is not of a suitable type, size or quality for many. Self-build
has also been show significantly cheaper.

* Rent caps for long-term lets - common on mainland Europe.

* The problem is not just about renting - it's also about affordability for prospective owners. Home
ownership must be prioritised as well.

* Relaxation of planning rules in countryside areas (as defined by LDP) to stimulate new building.

* Community buy-out of Thomsons plot portfolio (and other "land bankers") - apply local occupancy
clauses to these - and build, build, build!

* Land tax - to limit land banking.

* Modular off-site production e.g. Wee House Co, HebHomes, Dan-Wood, etc. - reducing problems
with quality, pricing and availability of local contractors/developers.

| put no to the Welsh idea BUT | think to need planning permission to convert residential to holiday is
great, bit NOT to convert holiday to residential.

The only other idea, is, as in some areas to actually only allow new houses to be for permanent
residences..

Large landowners should have higher land taxes levied, and the compulsory purchase of land to be
freed up for the development of housing outside of current vilages

New developments where purchase/renting is tied to having local family links/work/length of time lived
here.

New Rental developments solely for those employed on the island.

For ADT/AEG/ARG or whatever TWA it's currently using to be honest about the funds they say that
they have secured for social housing and the timeline for their proposed development(s) to start. Heard
a lot about what you were going to build but have yet to see results.

Wages for key workers should be set at a level that enables them to buy

Transit or Emergency Housing to help fill the current key worker vacancies is desperately required until
more affordable (rental and market) homes are constructed. All new housing on Arran should carry a
Rural Housing Burden to ensure this crisis does not happen again or until the problem is solved.

NAC currently do not believe there is an affordable housing crisis on Arran. One of the reasons for this
is they are under the impression that ADT are in the process of building 43 new affordable homes on
the island. This misconception is stopping NAC investing in new council houses. ADT need to stop
trying to save face - if they are not going to deliver new houses by the end of 2023 they need to stop
blocking NAC from doing so.

Something along the now ditched HIFAR (Housing Initiative For Arran Residents) model where empty
(and semi derelict) properties, mainly owned by the local landowner, are taken into the rental market.




Transit or Emergency Housing required in order to fill job vacancies temporarily until more permanent
housing is built.




